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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENTLETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear MSBS Class of 2024, 
Families, Faculty, and Members of the RVU Community,

Today is a celebration, not only for the students, but for everyone who has 
played a foundational role in their lives. They would not be here today if not
for your support, love, and confidence.

Graduates, thank you for the trust you have placed in us. You have worked 
hard and have overcome obstacles to be one step closer to achieving your 
professional goals. We look forward to seeing the wonderful things you will 
accomplish. 

As you transition from RVU Students to Alumni, remember to express gratitude to those who have helped 
you on your journey; your family, friends, faculty, and staff – all of whom stood with you to cheer you 
on during the good times as well as those challenging moments and now share the sense of pride and 
accomplishment with you. Remember that you are always a part of the RVU Family. Never stop learning, 
growing in mind, body and spirit and become an integral member of the communities you will serve. 

We look forward to your future accomplishments and know that you will make us proud!

Warmest regards,

David A. Forstein, DO, FACOOG (dist.)
President and CEO
Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology



KEYNOTE SPEAKERKEYNOTE SPEAKER
Laura Rosch, DO, CS, MS, FACOI

Laura Rosch is a board-certified Osteopathic Internist from Chicago. She completed 
her medical school education in 1990 and went on to do a residency in Internal 
Medicine followed by Fellowship in Endocrinology at Olympia Fields Osteopathic 
Health Center. 

Dr. Rosch worked for Northwestern Memorial Hospital in Chicago for over 23 years 
and has been involved in medical education her entire career. She has also served 
as program Director for Internal Medicine at Mount Sinai Medical Center in Chicago 
and held the positions of Internal Medicine Department Chair at the Arkansas Col-
lege of Osteopathic Medicine and the Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine. 
She was also the Joplin Campus Dean for Kansas City University.

Currently, Dr. Rosch is the Campus Dean for Rocky Vista University’s Ivins location. She is actively involved in 
the medical community as she serves on the boards for the American College of Osteopathic Internists and 
the American Association of Colleges of Osteopathic Medicine. She is the current President for the Illinois   
Osteopathic Medical Society.

MSBS CLASS OF 2024MSBS CLASS OF 2024
GRADUATION AWARDSGRADUATION AWARDS

PRESIDENT’S AWARD
The MSBS President’s Award recognizes a graduate who embodies the University’s core values of 

integrity, collegiality, compassion, diversity, excellence, service, and innovation.  

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AWARD
The MSBS Academic Excellence Award recognizes a graduate 

who has demonstrated academic excellence. 

HUMANITARIAN AWARD
This MSBS Humanitarian Award recognizes a graduate who exemplifies the qualities of 
graciousness and humility, advocates for social justice, and works for the betterment 

of all members of their community. 

SERVICE AWARD
The MSBS Service Award recognizes a graduate who demonstrated 

involvement, leadership, and contributions to service efforts. 



Benjamin Brooks, PhD
Molecular & Cellular Biologist/Biochemist; 

Clerkship Director of Research Electives

Courtney Campbell
Program Coordinator 

Ashlie Frank 
Administrative Assistant

Ricarda Hallstrand, PhD
Professor of Microbiology

Dawnett Hann
Program Coordinator

Melissa Henderson, PhD
Vice Chair, Associate Professor of 

Biomedical Sciences

Elizabeth Moffett-George, PhD
MSBS Assistant Program Director; 

Associate Professor of Structural Medicine

Johnathon Olivas, DO
Assistant Professor of Anatomy                                                                                                                            

Anthony Pappas, PhD  
Assistant Professor of Gross Anatomy

Amberly Reynolds, PhD, MS 
Assistant Professor of Anatomy; 
Co-Chair Faculty Development

Joel Roberts, MD
MSBS Assistant Program Director;
 Assistant Professor of Physiology

Inder Sehgal, DVM, PhD, CPhT.
Professor of Pharmacology

Janée Terwoord, PhD
MSBS Assistant Program Director;
Assistant Professor of Physiology

Brad Thornock, PhD
Associate Professor of Medical Humanities

Taylor Thurston, PhD
Assistant Professor of Physiology        

Francina Towne, PhD
MSBS Program Director;

Associate Professor of Immunology

Qing Zhong, PhD
Associate Professor of Pharmacology

MSBS FACULTY AND STAFFMSBS FACULTY AND STAFF



MASTER OF SCIENCE IN BIOMEDICAL SCIENCESMASTER OF SCIENCE IN BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES
CLASS OF 2024CLASS OF 2024

Brayden Anderson
Bachelor of Science - Biochemistry

Utah State University

Sarah Khurshid Chaudhry
Bachelor of Science
University of Utah

Nicole Cowan
Bachelor of Science - Biotechnology

Utah Valley University - Orem

Randy Hagen
Bachelor of Biological Science

University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Alexander David Jones
Bachelor of Science - Biology

Utah Valley University

Chad Jordan
Bachelor of Science - Public Health
Brigham Young University - Idaho

Kasey Kennett 
Bachelor of Science - Biology

Dixie State University

Nicholas Padilla
Bachelor of Science

Weber State University

Imran Qayum
Bachelor of Science

University of Texas - Austin

Adam Jenson Sage
Bachelor of Science - Kinesiology

Utah State University 

Gideon Smith
Bachelor of Science - Biology

Utah Valley University

Zachary M. Told
Bachelor of Science

Utah Valley University

Samantha McKenzie Williams
Bachelor of Science - Emergency Health Sciences

UT Health Science Center San Antonio



THE UNIVERSITY MACETHE UNIVERSITY MACE

Historically, the mace has been used as a symbol of authority in the
miltary, first originating as a weapon to protect the king. 
As the custom of carrying a mace into war disappeared, it became popular to 
use in governmental ceremonies. The mace made its way into the 
university setting in the 15th century, primarily associated with 
commencement ceremonies. With the Class of 2012 Commencement on 
the horizon, a search was launched for the perfect mace to 
represent Rocky Vista University. All options were made of metal, looked generic, 
or didn’t reflect who we are. Instead, RVU decided to commission the 
creation of something special.              

Chuck Hunsberger, husband of Katy Hunsberger, previous Associate Director 
of Admissions, was asked to carve the mace from wood. A skilled woodworker, 
Chuck used over five kinds of Colorado wood, creating an elegant yet rustic mace that was RVU 
through and through. The mace has been present at every commencement ceremony, starting with 
its first appearance at the inaugural class graduation in 2012.

The Presidential Medallion of Rocky Vista University is made of brass and 
weighs 24 ounces. It displays the seal of RVU in blue and gold. The chain 
consists of two plates depicting the Rod of Asclepius (a snake encircling 
a staff) — the symbol of medicine and healthcare in the United States. 
There are nine plates that display each of RVU’s core values: Collegiality, 
Compassion, Diversity, Equity, Excellence, Inclusivity, Innovation, 
Integrity, and Service. Above the seal, there are four plates displaying the 
current President, David A. Forstein, DO, FACOOG (dist.), as well as three 
previous Presidents; Clinton E. Adams, DO, Cheryl D. Lovell, PhD, and Rob-
ert R. Roehrich, PhD. The Medallion is worn by the sitting President during 
commencement and, when not in use, is displayed in the President’s Suite. 

THE PRESIDENTIAL MEDALLIONTHE PRESIDENTIAL MEDALLION



ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONALUMNI ASSOCIATION

The Rocky Vista University Alumni Association was founded in 2012 
as a way to provide graduates with an active and united 

organization, dedicated to the advancement of osteopathic
 medical education and related health and biomedical 

sciences. The Association members mentor current students, 
interview prospective applicants, and attend 

networking events. The Alumni Association identifies 
sources of—and educates the public on the need for—

clinical rotations, internships, and residency programs for 
students and graduates. Additionally, the Association offers scholarships

 to incoming students of Rocky Vista University. 




